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Why Talk About Heaven?

v We're all going to die someday. The statistics are staggering! Three
people die every second. Eleven thousand every hour. And every
four days, a million people pass into eternity. Sooner or later, it's
going to be our turn.

v If you were going on a vacation, you'd take the time to research your
destination. You'd decide which hotel to stay in. You'd find out
what sightseeing tours are available. You might even “map out” the
best stores and restaurants in the area. Bottom line ... you'd do
some research on the place you were travelling to! (Isn’t it funny
that we'll spend more time gathering information about a place we'll
visit for two weeks, than we do learning about our eternal home?)
You'll be living in New Jerusalem for a long time! Don't you want to
know something about it?

Heaven Has Become a Neglected Subject

v Inthe late 70's, the number one accusation that was leveled against
the church was, “You're too heavenly minded to be any earthly
good”. (They noticed how much Heaven meant to us!) We talked
about Heaven, thought about Heaven, preached about Heaven, and
sang about Heaven ...a lot! But today, at best, Heaven is relegated
to a shelf in the back of our minds.

¥ When 1 was the dean of Victory Bible College, | asked this question
on a final exam: “How would you feel, if you knew we were going to
be Raptured tomorrow?” To my surprise, the number one answer
was “angry”! But the early church didn't feel like that!

Col. 3:1~ “Since you have been raised to life with Christ, set your heart
on the rich treasures and joys of heaven, where Christ sits beside God in
the place of honor and power. Give your heart to heavenly things, not to
the passing things of earth.” (Phil. 1:21)
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to our home with the Lord.” (CJB) “We have a cheerful confidence, and
we anticipate with delight being banished from the body.” (Wey)

Heb. 11:16 - “For we long for a better country ...” (AMP).

v If you're not longing for Heaven, maybe its because you've believed
some lies about

Lies We Believe About Heaven
LIE #1 - Heaven Is Boring

' The devil would love for you to believe this one. But let me give you
some reasons why Heaven can't be boring.

a) God Isn't Boring ~ He's the Author of everything you enjoy ~ music,
art, dance, culture, humor, love .. If He planned variety here on
earth, why would Heaven be any different? (Rev. 21:5, Ps. 16:11).

b.) You Won't Be Boring - 1 John 3:2. You'll be a much better version of
yourself.

<) Your Friends Won't Be Boring - You'll get to “hang out” with the
people you've read about in the Bible, and with people from every
culture and age. (Imagine talking to King David! Or, to someone
who lived on the other side of the world, in the Sth Century B.C.1)

d.) All Your “Stuff” Will Be There — What you have here is not your stuff.
You don't get to keep any of it — (2 Peter 3:10). But don’t worry.
Jesus said, “I go to prepare a place for you”. The operative words are
“for you"! Your mansion is designed with YOU in mind!

LIE #2 - It's Never-Ending Church

¥ We've had help believing that! (Mostly from worship leaders and
musicians). The hit song, “I Can Only Imagine” promotes t
“I can only imagine, when all | will do, is forever, forever worship

you.” But s that true? Is worship all we'll be doing? No.

Isaiah 66:22-24 ~ “For s the new heavens and the new earth, which I will
make-.. (50, that sets the time frame for what he’s about to say). And it
shall come to pass, that on the first day of each month and on each
Sabbath, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the Lord.”

' That's the “Service Schedule” for our worship in eternity. We'll
meet for worship on the first day of each month and weekly on the
Sabbath. (Are there really “months” in eternity? Yes. Rev. 22:1-2.)

on the first day of each month and on each Sabbath, shall all flesh
come to worship before me, saith the Lord. And they shall go out from
there ..”

/' Did you catch t? We do't just stand, eternally, around the Throne!
We “go out from there” to do other things. If we just stood around
the Throne (24/7), then Heaven would just be a Throne Room!
There'd be no need for the rest of the City! (The Bible speaks of
mountains, and rivers, and trees, and streets, and mansions, and
gardens.) God didn’t make us to be one-dimensional here, and we
won't be one-dimensional there!

LIE #3 - Everything is Going to Be Unfamiliar

¥ When I teach on this subject, | find very few people who understand
that there's a continuity between the earth and Heaven.

a.) There's a Continuity in Our Surroundings — As | already mentioned,
there’s going to be mountains, and rivers, and trees, and streets, and
buildings, and gardens. There's a continuity between the earth we
live on now & the New Earth that God will make! That's going to
make Heaven feel very familiar!

b.) There’s a Continuity In “Who We Are” - The most common question
V'm asked about Heaven is: “Will we know each other in Heaven?”.
Somewhere, we picked up the idea that there’s going to be a
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not even recognize each other. (That can be a real fear for some
people!) So let’s deal with this question: “What will | be like when |
leave my body at death?”

' “ don't know! Maybe my spirit is a lttle wispy cloud. And, when my
“wispy cloud’ meets your ‘wispy cloud in Heaven, Vll say, ‘Oh hello,
wispy cloud. Who are you? And you'll respond, 'l don’t know who |
am! | don’t remember anything from the earth!””)

v Clearly, people must think that way! Look at some of the things
we've written! (“A Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens):

“Who are you, Scrooge asked.”
“Ask me who | was.”

“Who ‘were’ you, then?”

“In

, | was your partner, Jacob Marley.”

When you die, you don't become a different person! If you were Jacob.
Marley in life, you'llstill be Jacob Marley in eternity! There’s a continuity
between this life and the next. (1 hope you like who you are NOW,
because when you get to Heaven, that's not going to change.)

What Will You Look Like When You Leave Your Body?

v That's really what's at the root of the question, “Will we know each
other in Heaven?” You're really asking, “Will we look the same as we
do now?”, and “Will we remember that we knew each other?” Let's
answer BOTH questions.

v There isn't a verse that’s going to answer those things (straight out).
But there are some clues! If you pay attention to detail, both of
those questions can be answered.

v First of all, Scripture seems to indicate that your spirit looks a whole
lot like your body! (If you took your spirit out of your body, and
stood them side-by-side, they'd look like twins.) Why do I say that?

a) CLUE #1 - The Hebrew Word for “Body” ~ means “sheath”. (That
likely indicates that your spiri fits in your body like a sword would fit
in a sheath, or a hand would fit in a glove.)

b.) CLUE #2 - Paul's Experience — 2 Cor. 12:2— “I knew a man in Christ
above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, or whether out of
the body, I can't tell)... "

' Paul said he couldn't tell whether he was inside or outside of his
body. To him, it felt the same! (Sometimes, we hear stories about
people who have died on the operating table. They'll float above
their body thinking, “That’s me down there. But wait! I'm up here!”)

c.) CLUE #3 — The Tribulation Martyrs — Revelation 6:9-11 — “And when
he opened the fifth seal, | saw the souls of those who had been
‘martyred because they held firm in their witness to the Word of God.”

v John said, “I saw the souls of them ...” (Evidently, you can see a
soull) So, here’s our answer! John saw souls in Heaven! What did
they look like John?

Revelation 6:9-11 ~ “And when he opened the fifth seal, 1 saw the souls of
those who had been martyred because they held firm in their witness to
the Word of God. They cried in a loud voice (so they must have o mouth),
“Almighty Lord, holy and true! How long before you step in and avenge
our murders?”

¥ That shows a continuity between their life on earth, and their

existence in heaven. The person that was murdered on earth, is the
same person that’s now in Heaven. They remembered their life, and
they remembered how they died.

“Then each martyr was given a white robe ..” (that implies they had a
form to hang the robe on. You can't hang a robe on a cloud) “... and was
told to sit back and wait until the full number of martyrs was filled from
among their servant companions and friends.”

v They remembered their life, and they remembered their friends.




