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James 5:16 - “The effectve, passionate proyer of arighteous man makes
tremendous power avalabie, dynamic i its working.”

 Righteous Man — When Paul mentions a “rghteous man” i this
verse, he's not alking about the man'’s behavior. He's referring to
s position in Chist. (When someone acceps Jesus, they become
the righteousness of God in Christ)

2Cor. 5:21 - *For (60d) has made (lesus)to be sin for us, who knew no
si; that we might be made the ighteousness of God in him.”

+ “Righteous” means "rght with God" (saved). So, he’s talking about
YOU herel (You're the ighteous man in this versel) So, read it again,
thinking about yourself: The effective, passionate prayer of @
ighteous man makes tremendous power avallable ..”

 Think About i: That means f you pray passionately and effectively
then your prayers will be powerfull Now, lsten:

(2] Passionis a choice! | can pray passionately, any time | want to.

(b) Effeciveness, on the other hand, is something that needs to be.
leorned. That's what this seriesis about — earning to pray effectively.

Four Keys to Praying Effectively

Eoh. 6:18~ “Never stop praying, especialy for others. Always pray i the
~power of the Spiit,using every kind of prayer and petition. Stay dlert
Intercede for God's peaple so no one fals behind or drops out.” (CEY,
EHY, MSG) Four things jump out at me, ight away.

1) Never Stop Praying - (Luke 18:1- “Jesus told them a parable about
the need to always pray and ot lose heart.”) Some people lose:
heart when they don't see intant results from thei prayers. They.
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You quit. Decide to stick with i, no matter how long as it takes.
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Pray In the Power of the Spirt — You can't have a powerful prayer lfe
without relying on the Holy Spiri. 1 ke another translation of this
Verse. “Always pray by the power of the Spirt. You're up against
more than you can handie on your own.” That's truel

3) Use EVERY KIND of raye - Did you know that there are different
kinds of prayer? There are at least 9 kinds, and we need all of them!

a

Love the People You're Praying For ~ “Intercede .. so no one fas
behind or drops out. Most of us are fairy consistent i praying for
our OWN needs. But, as he said at the beginning of the verse,
“Never stop praying, especiallyfor others". Our brothers and sisters
need us! And we need them.

ine Kinds of Prayer ~ (Our Spiritual Toolbox) @?

' Mostof us have a toolbox at home,filled with all inds of tools. (You
probably have a hammer, a screwdriver, a saw, some wrenches...
maybe a drill) Why do you have diferent kinds of tools? Because
ot every tool does the same job. (Hammers are great for driving
nalls, but they re terrble at cutting wood.)

' Not every tool (in your toolbox) does the same job. And it the
same with prayer. Not every kind of prayer s designed to work n
‘every ituation. You need to use the right prayer or the rght ob.

¥ Another Thing: In the natural, every tool comes with Its own set of
instruetions. Prayer has nstructions, too. (We cal them “verses".)
In some cases, the instructions for one kind of prayer are the exact
‘opposite of the instructions or another kind of prayer.

That means the instruction that makes one kind of prayer work, will
actually destroy another. A successful prayer fereally comes down
10 your abiity o follow instructions)

‘Why Have We Struggled With Prayer?

1 think what we've done, s the Body of Chis, is we took allthe
prayer insructions, dumped them in asack, shook it up, dumped it
out, and sad, “Well, prayer i prayer, st it?"

which rules o go by. And that's essentially .ﬁ
) what we've done with prayerl We've mixed up

Our Big Ideas, So Far ...

(R) Not every kind of prayer was designed to work in every ituation.
* That's why there are diferent kinds of prayer.

(8) Different kinds of prayer have different “rules” (intructions) that
make them work,

More ig Ideas

(€) In every kind of prayer, man has a part to play, and God has a part to
play. (There's “God's Part” and “Man's Part”)
'

“This s where we “miss it” sometimes. We set our focus on God's
part. (Or to say it another way, we focus on the “sending end”) We
pray, “God, | really need You to do this! You know how desperate |
am. Please, Lord, pleasel .. We spend our time focusing on God's
part. The problerm s .. in focusing on God’s part, we tend to leave
our part undone. (If we do our part, God will always do His.)

(D) Most of the prayers have four steps on our side ~ (four things that
God asks S to do.)




[image: image3.png]/To fulill our part, we have to dol four. (lustration: I there are
four steps up to the platform, and I take two of them and stop, vill|
ever reach the top? No. In order to reach the top, 'd have to take.
al four steps. The same i true with prayer. If there are four steps.
‘on my side, 'm going to need to take al four.

Pastor, Are You Trying to Reduce Prayer to a “Formula”? (4 Steps?)

' No. A*formula s trying to “push th right buttons” and “pull the
right levers”,so God has o do sometring, That'snot what fm
talking aboutl I not taking about following formuia. Y aling
about following instructions. (Let me give you an exampl.)

John 16:24 - “Up to now you have asked nothing in my rame; ask now,
and you will eceive, that your joy may be overflowing” John 14:13-14)

' When! pray in Jesus' name, Fm not “following a formula”. Tm
following nstructions. I'm being obedient.

Kinds of Prayer Found in Scripture
1) The Prayer of Faith  (Receiving the promises )

2.) The Prayer of Agreement — (The prayer you pray with others.)
3.) The Prayer of Intercession ~ (The prayer for pray for thers.)
5. Exercising Spiritual Authority - (Two kinds o prayer.)

6.) The Prayer of Dedication — (Subitting to God's will)

7. Casting Your Cares on Him - (Winning over worry.)
8. Fellowship Prayer - (Spending time with the Father.)
9.) The Prayer of Worship ~ (Worship i aform of prayer)

Random Prayer Instructions

/' As we close, I'm going to st some random prayer nstructions. See if
You can match them with the kind of prayer they go with.
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Pray without ceasing
Speakto the mountain (problem)
“IFitbe Thy wil”

Be per

nt, keep on asking
sk once, then give thariks

Gointo your closet, and pray to your Father in secret
Find two orthree people to pray with

Pray unti the burden lts

1fyou had trouble with that it exercise, don't worry. In the weeks
to come, we'lget it il sorted out.





