IN THE BEGINNING...
Genesis 1:1-2AMP
1 “ In the beginning GOD” created the heavens and the earth. Hebrews 11:3 – “...we understand that the worlds were framed and created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible.”
2 “The earth was formless and void or a waste and emptiness, and darkness was upon the face of the deep [primeval ocean that covered the unformed earth]. The spirit of God was moving [hovering, brooding] over the face of the waters.

This will be a mini study of the phrase “In the beginning...” Many heated debates have taken place over the meaning of these verses. 

* What beginning is being refered to here? The beginning of the universes and the heavens, including EARTH? If so, it infers that earth has already been created and then struck by some terrible catastrophe! It ia formless and void and in total darkness, covered completely in deep waters!

* The days of our earth’s creation has not even begun yet! The following verses tell us that God is creating a new earth out of the old one for six days then rests for one day. Time for a pause to think about that one! Now we are back to the top again!

** It is now obvious that earth has been devastated by a terrible shaking and violent floods to be in this condition. Even the lights of the sun, moon and stars cannot be seen. God cut off all the lights! Terrible punishment!
** God is going to rescue the earth with a brand new creation and He did! Now we have TWO beginnings!
*** This is where the debate begins! What happened to earth the first time to cause such judgement! Many scholars refuse to accept that it had a previous existence and basically ignore what the first two verses imply.
3 Where does this leave us...wondering...
* The Bible does not say “6000 years ago God created the earth in six daya....”

** There had to be a previous creation of the earth that God had to destroy it with great upheavals of the earth, possible ice ages...and we know that it ended with a completely covered earth with water, hidden under a black sky according to verses 1 and 2 in Genesis!

** God originally formed both light and darkness before the Genesis “creation.” He divided them...the first day of  six day creation creation began with verse 3.
4 The first creation would have required more time to do as He would have had to bring into existence all of the materials needed to form the universes, the sun, moon and stars, etc. They had a “beginning” long before our six-day earth’s creation. The materials were already existing when God “created” our current earth. 
** On our earth He did each activity in ONE day...He began by turning the lights back on Dividing Light and Darkness! He did not recreate them...He restored their lights by one command!

**It only took one day each for God to complete six commands in restoring earth to its first condition before being destroyed! That is, as God spoke the materials came into existence and as fat as they materialized God used them to form all things with His hands. [Ps. 8:3; 2 Pet. 3:3-9; Prov. 26:10].
5 Back to the previous creation...it became without form and void, literal waste and ruin, desolate and empty as mentioned in Genesis 2. Mountains of earth were shaken and turned upside down by an earthquake so severe, which no doubt caused the remains of animals to be deposited in the very depths of the Earth beneath many layers of solid rock, such as are now being found. Noah’s flood NEVER buried animals hundreds of meters beneath solid rock!
6 What happened to the first earth? We have already discussed its ending. God created the heavens first, then the earth, all in the dateless past. [Gen. 1:1; Job 38:4-7]
7 Lucifer (Satan), a strong and mighty angel in heaven...desired the worship that belonged only to the Creator. He attempted to usurp God’s throne by questioning God’s authority. His rebellion led to open warfare in heaven. Rev. 12:7-9 Lucifer and his followers were cast down to earth.
They destroyed the earth, the first one, and are now trying to destroy our current earth.

{Note: It is assumed that he was on the first earth...not actually proven, but results would seem to confirm this fact. He is the one who tempted Eve in the garden. That much has many scriptures to confirm it. Study scriptures carefully before teaching any of these things in this article. I have provided the information I have discovered so far. It is up to each reader to be careful to stick with scriptures.}
Following is a useful chart I found comparing the two floods: www.DakeBible.com
L.F.   First flood; N.F.  Second flood
L.F. Earth made waste (Gen. 1:2) “The earth was formless and void...”
N.F. Earth not made waste 

L.F. Earth made empty (Gen. 1:2 
N.F. Earth not made empty 

L.F.  Earth made totally dark (Gen. 1:2-5)”...darkness was upon the face of the deep [primeval ocean that covered the unformed earth].AMP  )”The Spirit of God was moving (hovering, brooding) over the face of

The waters.AMP
 N.F. Earth not made totally dark.
The first day of creation actually begins with verse 3-5 – the first day of creation.

L.F. No light from heaven (Gen. 1:2 ; Jer. 4:23-26). “I looked at the earth [in my vision], and behold, it was [at the time of creation] formless and void; And to the heavens, and they had no light. I looked at the mountains, and behold, they were trembling, and all the hills moved back and forth. I looked, and behold, there was no man, and all the birds of the air had fled. I looked, and behold, the fertile land was a wilderness, And all its cities were puled down before the [pesence of the] Lord, before His fierce anger.”AMP

N.F. Light from heaven (Gen. 8:6-22). Ends with a new fresh world when they left the ark! “While the earth remains, seedtime and harveSt, cold and heat, winter and summer, and day and might shall not cease.” AMP

L.F. No day and night after flood . (Gen. 1:2-5).
N.F. Day and night after flood.  (Gen. 8:1-22).

L.F. All vegetation destroyed Gen. 1:2 ; 2:5-6 ; Jer. 4:23-26).
N.F. Vegetation not destroyed ...it survived. God restored them, did not recreate them. (Gen. 8:11, 21 ; 9:3, 20). A study in Greek brings out the difference between destruction and restoration. The same applies to all the creations except that of man which God created by His hand at the end of the Genesis creation period of six days.  They were not newly created but recreated...restored. There are studies

on this aspect available on the internet. This article is to just compare the two floods and what happened by them.   

L.F. No continued abating of the waters off the earth (Gen. 1:6-12).
N.F. Continued abating of the waters from the earth by evaporation (Gen. 8:1-14).

L.F. Waters taken off the earth in one day (Gen. 1:10).
N.F. Months of waters abating off the earth (Gen. 8:1-14).

L.F. God supernaturally takes waters off the earth (Gen. 1:6-12).
N.F. Natural work of evaporation of the waters off the earth (Gen. 8:1-14).

L.F. No rebuke or miraculous work in fled away (Gen. 1:6-12 ; Ps. 104:7).
N.F. No rebuke or miraculous work is taking waters off the earth (Gen. 8:1-14).

L.F. The waters on earth in Gen. 1:2, hasted away when rebuked (Gen. 1:6-2 ; Ps. 104:9).
N.F. The bounds already eternally set for waters in Gen. 8:1-14).

L.F. All fish were totally destroyed in flood of Gen. 1:2 ; Jer. 4:23-26).
N.F. No fish were destroyed or created again after Noah's flood (Gen. 1:20-23 ; 6:18-22).
L.F. No fowles left on the earth after (Gen. 1:2 ; Jer. 4:23-26).
N.F. Fowles were left after Noah's flood (Gen. 6:20 ; 8:7-17).

L.F. No animals left after (Gen. 1:2 ; Jer. 4:23-26 ; 2 Pet. 3:5-6).
N.F. Some of all animals kept alive (Gen. 6:20 ; 8:17 ; 9:2-4, 10-16).

L.F. No man left on earth in Gen. 1:2 ; Jer. 4:23-26 ; 2 Pet. 3:5-6).
N.F. Eight men and women left after Noah's flood (Gen. 6:18 ; 8:15-22 ; 9:1-16 ; 1 Pet. 3:20).

L.F. No social system left at all in Gen. 1:2 ; Jer. 4:23-26 ; 2 Pet. 3:5-6).
N.F. A social system left after Noah's flood (Gen. 8:15-22 ; 9:1-16 ; 1 Pet. 3:20).

L.F. No ark made to save men in Gen. 1:2 ; jer. 4:23-26 ; 2 Pet. 3:5-6).
N.F. An ark made to save men and animals alive (Gen. 6:8-8 : 22 ; 9:1-16 ; Heb. 11:7).

L.F. Cause: fall of Lucifer, now Satan (Isa. 14:12-14; Jer. 4:23-26; Ezek. 28:11-17 ; Luke 10:18).
N.F. Cause: wickedness of men (Gen. 6:5-13) ; and fallen angels (Gen. 6:1-4; Jude 6-7 ; 2 Pet. 2:4).

L.F. Result: became necessary to make new life on earth (Gen. 1:3-2 : 25 ; Isa. 45:18 ; Eph. 3:11).
N.F. Results: no new creation made, for all men and animals were not destroyed (Gen. 6:18-8 : 22 ; 9:1-16).
