[image: image1.jpg]v’ shaped, teachable. (Ps. 25:9 — “The meek will He teach His way.” Ja.

1:21 — receive with meekness the engrafted Word.)

v' The Reward? “... shall inherit the earth” — (Psalm 37:9).

Hunger & Thirst After Righteousness

v' Wigglesworth: “When nothing in the world can fascinate you as
much as being ” (Swindoll: “An insatiable desire to

v' The Reward? “They shall be filled”. (The Greek actually says they’ll
be IV Fulfillment doesn’t come from things, or fame, or
fortune. It comes from your closeness to God.

v Did You Notice? Everything up to this point has been an “intake”.
(When we got saved and filled with the Spirit, God put something
INTO us. When we fed on the Word and spent time in God’s
presence, He was still pouring IN.) The next four Beatitudes are
going to be an “output”. (Here’s a major key to the Christian life.)
You can’t find the strength to do the “output” unless you maintain
the “input”. The Christian life isn’t difficult. It's impossible. It's a
supernatural life! If God isn’t continually pouring in, you can’t keep
pouring out.

5.) Blessed Are the Merciful

v" Mercy: is NOT giving others what they DO deserve. (You deserved
hell, but God had mercy on you and didn’t send you there.) Some-
times people deserve a tongue lashing. But you show mercy ...

v' The Reward? They shall obtain mercy. (James 2:12-13 — Right now,
you and | are dictating the terms of our own judgment.)

6.) Blessed Are the Pure in Heart

They shall see (“optanomai”) God — perceive, understand Him.

1-ROADMAP TO MATURITY

Facts About the Sermon on the Mount:

a.) It Was Taught Early On in Jesus’ Ministry

b.) It Was Taught at the Crossroads of Two Ages

v

The “Age of the Law” was coming to a close, and “The Age of Grace”
was about to begin.

It’s like Jesus is standing on His “tippytoes”, looking over into the Age
of Grace, and describing it. That’s why He says things like, “You have
heard that it was said by them of old time, but NOW | say unto you.”
(He wasn’t saying that Moses was wrong! He's trying to move them

from “Old Covenant thinking” to “New Covenant thinking”.)

c.) The Sermon on the Mount Wasn’t Preached to the Multitudes. It

Was Preached to the Disciples Only.

Matt. 4:23—-5:2 — “Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds
of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people. Then His fame
went throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all sick people who
were dfflicted with various diseases and torments, and those who were
demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them. Great
multitudes followed Him—from Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem,

Judea, and beyond the Jordan.

l gathering to hear him,
when He had sat down

mouth and

. And
And He opened His
saying ...” (NKJV, Phillips)

v" (The multitude doesn’t find Him until halfway through Chapter 7.)

d.) Each Chapter Has a Theme —

Chapter 5 - Sin
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Did You Ever Notice: When you come to Christ, it’s the external sins
that you deal with first? (Getting drunk, doing drugs, immorality.)
When those are gone, you might think you’re in pretty good shape.
But God’s not done with you yet! Next, He moves to the inside.

Chapter 6 — Attitudes & Motives

Chapter 7 — Sins of the Mature

v

The Beatitudes —

v

v

Some sins don’t show up in your life until you’ve been saved for
awhile. (Like Judging. At the beginning of your Christian walk, you’re
not judging anyone! Everyone is ahead of you!)

The Beatitudes essentially give us a “Roadmap to Maturity”. He
starts with someone who’s not even saved ... and brings them into
spiritual maturity.

The person described in verse three isn’t saved. But he’s I
I. (He’s heard Billy Graham preach. The altar call has been
given. The choir is singing “Just as | am”, and he’s walking the aisle
to receive Christ. The attitude he displays as he comes is the subject
of the first Beatitude.)

1.) Poor in Spirit — (What does that mean?)

v

Poor (Ptochos) — “Bankrupt. Destitute. It speaks of being so poor,
and so far in debt that it’s impossible to dig yourself out. But notice,
Jesus isn’t referring to a financial situation here. This man is in debt
spiritually. (Remember we used to sing, “He paid a debt He did not
owe. | owed a debt | could not pay”? The unbeliever owes a massive
sin debt! Matthew describes how far in debt the sinner actually is.)

Matt. 18:23 — “Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king
(God) who wanted to settle accounts with his servants (all of us). When
he began to settle, one was brought to him who I

I\\ (Margin KJV: 9 % million dollars.)

One Talent — equaled 6000 denarii, and one denarius was what a
common laborer could earn in one day. Therefore, to pay off his
debt, he would’ve had to work sixty million days — (or just over
164,000 yrs. That’s 2300 lifetimes!) That’s an impossible debt to
pay! And it describes how far a sinner is in debt to God! Even if he
did good works for 2300 lifetimes, he still couldn’t pay off his debt!

When it Dawns on a Sinner — “I’m so far in debt, there’s nothing |
could ever do to earn my way to Heaven. I’'m completely dependent
on God’s grace” —he’s in a good place. (

. That’s
the attitude we display as we come to Christ, and it’s an attitude that
we should never lose!)

v' The Reward? “Theirs is the kingdom of Heaven”. When you realize

your lost condition, quit trying to save yourself, and trust completely
in God’s grace, Heaven becomes yours! (This is the beatitude of the
new birth. You realize your need and come to Christ!) In that
moment the Holy Spirit comes to live inside.

2.) Those That Mourn

Being saved doesn’t guarantee a trouble-free life. Painful things still
happen to Christians! (Swindoll — “This is the strongest Greek term
for sorrow. It describes a person who has a broken heart, a
desperate ache of the soul. It can describe grief due to loss or death,
or the sorrow you experience when someone has hurt you deeply.”)
Bad things still DO happen to Christians. But now we have a
Comforter! Even in our hardest times we’re blessed!

3.) The Meek

Scholars tell us that this word is hard to translate because there are

s0 many shades of meaning. *When You're Meek Toward People: It

means gentle, mild, and self-controlled (power under control).

*Iu It’s the opposite of “self-will”. It

means you’re soft and pliable, responsive, easily managed, easily





