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AGreat Churchs ..

) AWorshipping Church
b) Faithful to the Word

€] Passionate About Jesus

) ASoulWinning Church

&) AClose Communityof People
£) Guards Against Legalism

&) AWelcoming (Friendly) Church

 Ymgoing o et you in ona ltle secret, *Every” church thinks
they're friendy. (1 feels that way to us because we know each
other, and we like each other. And al our friends are here.) But
what does our church feel ke to a visitor?

+ (Maybe it been a while since you went to.new church. So,let me.
efresh your memory.) When you're a guest, i feels ke you ust
walked - uninvited ~into a family eunion. I’ SO awkward! They all
Know each other, and they re happy to see each other. ("Hey Bob!
Mant IUs great to see youl")

 The Truth Is: Church people are riendly! But they're riendly to
‘each other. You asa guest,on the other hand, fe ke the “0dd man
out". And that can be the lneliest feelng in the worldl

God Has Something to Say About How We Treat Guests

Romans 15:7 - “Warmly welcome one another into the church just o5

Christ has wormly weicomed you.” (1L8)
/ Now, just incase you think He means “welcome your frends"

Leviticus 19: 34 - “The: that is among you
and for youwere

once strangers i the and o Egypt.”
I the first haf of the verse, He tell us “how” to treat strangers. In
the second half, He tll us “why". “You were once strangers in
the land of Egypt.” (f anyone should understand how t feels, s
youl)

Y going t0 say the same thing 10 you. “You were once the guest!”
Think back to when you rsked coming to church for the frst time.
‘Again, It Iike walking nto a family reunion as a party crasher. It's
super uncomfortable. Your ob, from ths side, is o remember what
that felt ke, and aleviate what that guest s feeling,

“The stranger that is amang you shall be to you 65 0 of your WA~

Include him! Treat him ke he already belongs!

Mott,5:47 ~ If you speatk only to your riends, what ore you doing more
than others? The people who don't know God do “that* much(”

' You Might Be Thinking: “Oh, my goodness! What would | say?”
That's asy! People love to talk about themselves. If you're greeting
amom, you have it made! Justget her talking about her kids!

Wy s This Important? This s a sobering thought. This might be the
only time I ther ives that they rsk coming to church. Maybe thelr
family has been praying for years! And they finally agreed to come!
(*My son is coming to church’) f that were your son, how would
Youlike us t treat him? What if no one even said “hello"?

 Bev's aunt was a member of one of those churches that's “famous
for beleving nothing”. After years of coaxing, she fially went to.a
Pentecostalchurch. They were 5o unfriendly that she retreated to
her old church and never went back. Thirty years ater, she's i her
805 and sl unsaved.

 Every visitor to our church is a gift from God. How we treat them s
our gift back to God.




