[image: image1.jpg]v" What Is Legalism? — It’s making MY list of rules, handing them to you,
and judging you harshly if you don’t follow them.

v" Let Me be Clear: We believe in obeying the Word. If the Bible says
it, we do it. But I’'m not obligated to keep your list of rules, and
you’re not obligated to keep mine. Where there’s no specific
command from God, there’s room for a difference of opinion.

Romans 14:1-4 - “

Don'’t criticize them for having beliefs that
are different from yours on debatable issues. For instance, one person
believes it’s all right to eat anything. But another believer with a sensitive
conscience will eat only vegetables. Those who feel free to eat anything
must not look down on those who don’t. And those who don’t eat certain
foods must not condemn those who do, I
Who are you to condemn someone else’s servants? Their own master will
judge whether they stand or fall. And with the Lord’s help, they will stand
and receive his approval.” (MSG, CEV, EXB, NLT)

How Do You Judge Unclear Things?

First Filter: The Word — Is there any Scripture? Does the Word
specifically forbid it? Are there any principles you’re violating?
(Whistling.)

Second Filter: Your Heart — Does it violate your conscience? Note: This
isn’t fool proof. You might have a seared or oversensitive conscience.

Third Filter: Stumbling Your Brother — Ro. 14:13-14 — “Therefore let us
stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not
to put any stumbling block or obstacle in the way of a brother or sister.”

Fourth Filter: God’s Instructions to *You* — There’s nothing wrong with
the practice, but God has asked you to set it aside. (Newspapers, make-

up.)

Fifth Filter: Can | Control It? 1 Cor. 6:12 — “All things are lawful, but | will
not be bought under the power of any.”

WHAT MAKES A GREAT CHURCH?

Five Non-Negotiables — a Great Church s ...

a.) A Worshipping Church — Worship isn’t just singing. Worship ministers
to the Lord. (In worship, we put ourselves aside and give back Him.)
| don’t think you can be a great church without emphasizing that.

b.) Faithful to the Word — A great church handles the Word faithfully,
and rightly divides the Word of Truth. (The Word is “center stage”.)

c.) Passionate About Jesus — | have no desire to be lukewarm Laodicea.

d.) A Soul Winning Church — Great churches are mindful of the Great
Commission and they impact the world around them.

e.) A Close Community of People — that love each other.

My Expanded List — a Great Church Is ...

f.) A Great Church Guards Against Legalism — (So easy to slip into.)

What Does Legalism Look Like?

Mark 7:1-7 — “One day some Pharisees and teachers of the law arrived
from Jerusalem to see Jesus. And when they saw some of his disciples eat
bread with unwashed hands, they l The Pharisees, like all
Jewish people, don’t eat unless they have properly washed their hands —
diligently with the fist, up to the elbow — holding the I of the
elders. When they come from the marketplace, they don’t eat unless
they have washed first. And there are many other traditions which they
have received and hold fast to. Then the Pharisees and scribes asked
him, “Why don’t your disciples follow the traditions of the elders? Jesus
told them, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites:
‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.

Their worship of me is pointless, because they’re I




[image: image2.jpg]l on) the praises of Israel.”

v | Like to Say it This Way: Praise builds the Throne, and the presence

of God comes and rests on it. (Do you think that would make a
difference?)

v' God'’s given you the ability to change the atmosphere around you!

3.) Praise Causes Confusion in the Enemy’s Camp

2 Chron. 20:14-17 — “The Spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel, one of
the men standing there. He said, ‘Listen, all you people of Judah and
Jerusalem! This is what the LORD says: Don’t be afraid! Don't be
discouraged by this mighty army, for the battle is not yours, but God'’s.
Tomorrow, march out against them. You will find them coming up
through the ascent of Ziz .. mS,I Take
your positions; then stand still and watch the Lord’s victory. He is with
you, O people of Judah and Jerusalem. Do not be afraid or discouraged.
Go out against them tomorrow, for the Lord is with you!”

Early the next morning the army of Judah went out into the wilderness of
Tekoa ... The king appointed singers to walk ahead of the army, singing
to the Lord and praising Him for His holy splendor. This is what they
sang: ‘Give thanks to the LORD; His mercy endures forever!’ I

moment they began to sing and give praise, the Lord caused the armies

of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir to start fighting amongst themselves.
The armies of Moab and Ammon I from Mount
Seir and killed every one of them. After they had destroyed the army of
Seir, they began attacking each other. So, when the army of Judah
arrived at the lookout point in the wilderness, -all they saw were dead
bodies lying on the ground as far as they could see.”

4.) Praise Releases the Captives

Acts 16:25-26 — “And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises
unto God: and the prisoners heard them. And suddenly there was a great
earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and

immediately all the doors were opened, and I

v" I missed that for years! | thought it said, “Paul and Silas were
loosed”! It didn’t! When Paul and Silas praised, everyone’s bands
were loosed! (Maybe you came in this morning weighed down. The
very atmosphere of praise and worship can set you free!)

5.) Praise Breaks Through Depression

Isaiah 61:3 — “He sent me to the sorrowing people in Zion, to give them
beauty to replace their ashes, gladness to replace their sorrow, .

garment of expressive, joyous praise for the spirit of heaviness ..

v" We used to sing that song, “Put on the garment of praise for the
spirit of heaviness”! Sometimes People Will Say: “Well, I'm not
feeling it! I'm not going to come in here and just put something on.”
But that’s what God told you to do! (Not “put it on” in the sense of
being a hypocrite. But “put it on”, like you’d put on a coat. On
purpose!) Praise when you feel like crying. Move in the opposite
spirit!

v" Habakkuk 3:17-18 — (There are some things in life, you just have to
praise your way through!)

6.) Praise Opens the Door to Blessing

Gen. 4:12 - \\s\:m: you cultivate the ground, I good

crops for you.” (That’s part of the curse that’s here because of sin.)

Psalm 37:5-6 — “Let the people praise thee, O God, let all the people

praise thee. Then shall the earth yield her increase ...

7.) There’s Healing in Praise

Therapeuo (Greek) — “to worship, to adore, to cure, to I\
restore to health”.




